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WALKING AND TALKING WITH YOUR PRESIDENT

BWV Big Day Out
This year’s Federation Walk, Healesville 2007, was a great success
with nearly 250 walkers undertaking about 20 different walks. A big
thank you to the host clubs, Diamond Valley and Koonung. Thanks
to their superb planning, it all ran smoothly. Congratulations to the
organising team for a job well done. Such events are important in
bringing the bushwalking community together. Ideas are ex-
changed, anecdotes are shared and new friendships are made. A
great event. (See also page 8.)
Why not be a host club for a future event and help keep this impor-
tant tradition going?
Special Occasion

During the last couple of years, we have been strengthening and
changing the nature of our relationship with Parks Victoria [PV].
This has involved interacting with PV at different levels from local
ranger to senior management. The culmination of this work has now
been put on a more formal basis. On 9 th November, at a tracks
usage workshop hosted by PV, the Chief Executive of Parks Victoria
Mark Stone and I signed a memorandum of cooperation (MOC).
This document sets out details of the partnership between our
organisations. It includes cooperative projects such as track devel-
opment and maintenance, sharing of information during policy for-
mulation, resolving issues around multiple uses of parks and re-
serves and sharing strategic ideas and planning. If you would like
the full details a copy of the MOC is available from the BWV office.

Engaging With The Community To Promote Bushwalking

I have recently written in this column about the Go Further project to engage with health walking groups in an effort to get
them to move onto walking in bush areas. As part of the project our project officer, Gina Mancuso, is arranging to take
some of these groups on walks in Melbourne and some Regional areas. To help us with this we need leaders/helpers,
particularly retirees. This is a wonderful opportunity for you to help others to understand the joy of walking in the bush both
in terms of the fellowship and enjoyment of natural surroundings. Please read the article Bushwalking Goes Further on
page 6, and if you would like to help or need more information please contact Gina on
gofurther@bushwalkingvictoria.org.au or phone her on 8846 4130.
Planning For The Future

On the 10 th November, your Board of Management held a planning day to stop and take stock of our progress under the
current strategic plan and to look forward to visualise the nature of your advocacy body in 2012. There were lots of ideas
put forward as to what shape BWV might be and plenty of practical actions that would make these visions achievable.

The next step is to analyse and refine that
information so that a clear vision can be articu-
lated. At that point, the Board would like to
share our vision with you and seek member
perspective via our annual Club President’s
meeting in February or March next year.
Let’s Enjoy Ourselves

That is enough business for now. As we
approach the holiday period my Board col-
leagues and I wish you a happy Festive
Season, whether it’s just getting together with
family and friends or avoiding the seasonal
rush and bustle by walking in some remote
area. Hopefully, what ever you do it will
include some really great walking.

David Reid

David Reid, President of BWV, and Mark Stone, CEO
of Parks Victoria, sign the MOC

Partnership between BWV and Parks Victoria
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TRACK MAINTENANCE GROUP

Date Activity Leader Contact Details

26-28 January 2008 Alpine Mossbed Rehabilitation Steve Robertson 9762 5367
srob7859@bigpond.net.au

21-24 March 2008 (Easter) Alpine Mossbed Rehabilitation Steve Robertson 9762 5367
srob7859@bigpond.net.au

5-6 April 2009 Mt Buffalo Jim Harker 9547 1152
jnharker@netspace.net.au

2 – 4 May 2008 Grampians Rod Novak 9561 2407
Rodnovak@ozemail.com.au

EPIRBS TO BE DISCONTINUED
Diamond Valley Bushwalking Club advises in their October Bush Telegraph that
Emergency Positioning Indicating Beacons like the one the club has will be of
no use after February 1 2009 because the supporting system will be turned off.

There are now far more sophisticated Personal Locator Beacons (PLBs) on the
market and these will operate at 406MHz, which is apparently much more use-
ful than the 121.5MHz frequency for the EPIRB and will not be turned off.

Further reading in Wild Magazine Spring 2007, p 81.

Full Moons
2007
Sun 25 November, Mon 24
December
2008
Tue 22 January, Thur 21 February,
Friday 21 March, Sun 20 April

Sunrise & Sunset
2007
Friday 30 Nov 5.53am8.24pmADST
Friday 14 Dec 5.51am8.37pmADST
Friday 28 Dec 5.58am8.44pmADST
2008
Friday 11 Jan 6.10am8.45pmEDST
Friday 25 Jan 6.25am8.39pmEDST
Friday 8 Feb 6.45am8.27pmEDST
Friday 22 Feb 6.56am8.11pmEDST
Friday 7 Mar 7.11am7.52pmEDST
Friday 21 Mar 7.24am7.30pmADST
Source:
www.ga.gov.au (Geoscience
Australia)

Calendar

Track Maintenance Dates 2008

Please advertise these within your clubs.

IS YOUR FIRST AID UP TO DATE?
In 2004, BWV (then VicWalk) coordinated arrangements for clubs to participate in Level 1 and Level 2 first aid courses with
an emphasis on bushwalking situations. Participants in that course will have received a letter from First Aid Management
and Training P/L reminding them that their qualifications need to be renewed. If there are sufficient participants BWV will
again coordinate a course, probably in March next year.
If you wish to undertake a course for the first time or renew your certificate, please contact Jenny at the BWV office,
admin@bushwalkingvictoria.org.au or 8846 4131 and have your interest registered.
Remember successful completion of a course or renewal of a certificate will attract a $40 subsidy from BWV.

BUSHWALKING ENVIRONMENT
COMMITTEE MEETING

4th Wednesday of each month
except December at 7.30pm
St Martins Anglican Church

27 Cromwell Rd (cnr Wilson St)
South Yarra
Melway Map 58 F4

BUSHWALKING SEARCH &
RESCUE MEETING

To be advised
Community Room, Powlett Reserve,
crn Grey & Simpson Sts
East Melbourne

EQUIPMENT
Steve Robertson is no longer able to store our equipment (gloves, hard hats, tools etc).

Is anyone else able to store them?

See also page 6 for a track maintenance activity sponsored by Strzelecki Bushwalking Club.
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AROUND THE TRACKS
Successful Bushwalker Outdoor Course
Three clubs combined to do the special Bushwalkers Outdoor course last month: Melbourne Bushies, Waverley and
Maroondah. Lynda Larkin, President of The Melbourne Bushwalkers, reported that those who attended were very
impressed with the content of the course, the professionalism of the instructors and the overall manner in which the course
was run. Congratulations to all those who received their certificates.

Bendigo Bushwalkers –
Wildflower Walk
Sunday 9th September
On a lovely Sunday morning, we
arrived at Castlemaine station in
anticipation of how many we might
be sharing our walk with and with
some trepidation as to their expecta-
tions. Having advertised our walk as
a ‘wildflower walk’, we’d been disap-
pointed at the lack of show when
checking the area out earlier in the
week. A spirited group of 16 people,
including a NZ visitor and some first-
time walkers with our group were
warmly welcomed. Having sorted
cars and done a ‘shuffle’, we headed
down Morgans Track off the Fryers
Rd, past the DSE thinning project
and onto the Poverty Gully main
channel water race. The pace of the
walk was, well, in part anyhow, deter-
mined by the plants needing to
photographed by several walkers.
Yes, we saw quite a few including
plenty of lovely Handsome Flat Pea
that shows itself well in scrubby ar-
eas. Wax, Hardenbergia, Merianth
daisy, a few orchids, peas, Eutaxia,
Acacia acinacea and aspera. After
formal complaints and sighs of
hunger, late morning tea and a rest
were granted just as we left the main
water race and headed bush to link
up with Fryers tunnel track. Built as
part of the early Coliban system the
fine underground tunnel was

explored with interest and, having
located the other end and discussed
and appreciated the engineering of
the Goldfields era, we found a sunny
spot on the bank of the race to enjoy
our lunch.
The Fryers Race, once having pro-
vided all the water for the burgeoning
township of Fryerstown, provided our
track into the back of the Crocodile
Reservoir. A charming frog-filled
reservoir in a lovely setting set us
talking about its original size and
capacity. Old headworks, fine stone-
work, original control channels sug-
gested that considerable amounts of
water had once run over the wall and
into the deep gullies below.

We passed many areas with a really good showing of
flowers and, as well as the historic interests of the area, we
felt vindicated and pleased with our walk. Having rejoined
our cars at Fryerstown Recreation Reserve for afternoon
tea, several people chose to walk into Fryerstown cemetery
and others explored the now remnant township.
Thank you to all who joined us for the days outing. And to
our visitors, please come again, we enjoyed having you.

Julie and Rex Odgers
Photos by David Crocker

Bendigo Bushwalkers


