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ÅEncouraging Wider Participation in our 
Parks: A Community Development approach
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o What are ôGreen Walksõ?
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o Perceptions of Bushwalking
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o Recommendations

ÅConclusions

o Walking Communities



Workshop Discussion Questions (1)
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ÅWhy do we want more people to use parks?

ÅWhich people / groups currently use parks?

ÅWhich people / groups do not?

o What is in it for the broader community?

o What will we get out of it?



Workshop Discussion Questions (2)
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ÅWhy are these people / groups not using parks?

ÅHow do you know this?

ÅWhat can we do to encourage a broader range of 
people to use parks?

o What resources do we need in order to do this?

o How can we access these resources?



Go Further Project
Bushwalking Victoria

Á$40,000  from Sport and Recreation Victoria 
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ÁGo Further aimed to:

o provide support and expertise

o encourage community groups which do not currently
use parks to start ôgreenwalkingõand continue going
further into the natural environment

o increase recreational walking in the community

o engage with local community walking groups 
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What is ôGreen Walkingõ?

ÁôGreen Walkingõ simply means walking in green spaces

Á It can be done in a local park or bushlands

Á It aims to empower people who are daunted by the 

concept of traditional bushwalking



Go Further ðThe Strategy

ÁFifteen walking groups
o 15 focus group consultations
o 3 pilot bushwalks
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Aims:
Á to inform BWV about the issues and barriers

preventing local community walking groups from
expanding recreational walking experiences

Á to explore and document
what works and what
could be sustainable



Walking in Partnership (1)

ÁôCommunity Outreach Walkõ 
in Sherbrooke Forest
o Waverley Bushwalking Club 

o Migrant Resource Centre 
(MRC) 

o 22 newly arrived Burmese 
migrants
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ÁOutcome:
o Consultation informed BWV 

of barriers 
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Walking in Partnership (2)

A pilot ôgreen walkõ 
along the Merri Creek 
Trail to Ceres 
Environmental Park

Outcome:
o 1 bushwalk per term 

planned for future 
itineraries

ÁWingate Ave Community Centre ôThursday Morning 
Walking Groupõ 
ÁGo Further 
ÁVolunteer leader from Melbourne Bushwalkersõ Club



ÁBWV
ÁCitylink Creek Connections 
ÁMoonee Valley City Council
ÁVictoria Police
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Walking in Partnership (3)

o 4 multi -cultural walking groups
piloted a walk in the bush at
Woodlands Historical Park

o 76 walkers including a Vietnamese
group and Horn of Africa womenõs
walking group

Outcome:
o Green Walk 

sparked 
renewed 
interest in Horn 
of Africa 
womenõs walking 
group 



Perceptions of Traditional 
Bushwalking

ÁNever tried it

ÁBushwalking or walking in the bush?

ÁExpert knowledge, expert equipment

ÁBenefits of bushwalking

ÁNeeds of diverse communities

ÁWalking locally

ÁConcerns about safety

ÁThe need to join a bushwalking club
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